
6. (Amended) An apparatus comprising: 
an interface adapted to: 

receive a request from a computer system for identification of the apparatus, and 
furnish a hash value that identifies the apparatus to the computer system; and 
processor coupled to the interface and adapted to: 

encrypt a processor number that identifies the processor [apparatus] with a 
key associated with fhg computer system to produce the hash value. 




10. (Amended)\An article comprising a storage medium readable by a first processor- 
based system, the storage medium storing instructions to cause a processor to: 

receive a key from another processor-based system for identifying said another 
processor-based system, 

determine whether the key is\alid, 

based on the identification, selectively authorize encryption of an identifier that identifies 
the first system with the key to produce a mish value. 

2 1 . (Amended) The method of claim\{, wherein the processor number identifies a 
microprocessor of the second computer system. 



23. (Amended) The computer system of claipi 6, wherein the processor number 
identifies a microprocessor of the apparatus. 




following new claims: 



27. (New) A method comprising: 

providing a request to a second computer system for the s^ond computer system to 
provide an identification of the second computer system; 

receiving a hash value from the second computer system, the h^sh value being generated 
by encryption of a key associated with the first computer system with an identifier that identifies 
the second computer system; and 

using the hash value to identify information associated with a user of fhe second 
computer system, the information being stored in a database maintained by the ftfst computer 
system. 



\ 

\28. (New) The method of claim 27, wherein the identifier that identifies the second 
computersystem comprises a processor number. 

29. NfNew) The method of claim 27, wherein the key indicates an address of a web site 
of the first compter system. 

30. (New^sThe method of claim 27, wherein the first computer system is located at a 
mote location relative\o the second computer system. 

3 1 . (New) An article comprising a storage medium readable by a first processor- 
based system, the storage medmm storing instructions to cause a processor of the first processor- 
based computer system to: \ 

provide a request to a second\omputer system for the second computer system to provide 
an identification of the second computeiysystem; 

receive a hash value from the second computer system, the hash value being generated by 
encryption of a key associated with the first ctoiputer system with an identifier that identifies the 
second computer system; and \ 

using the hash value to identify informatioimssociated with a user of the second 
computer system, the information being stored in a database maintained by the first computer 
system. \ 

32. (New) The article of claim 31, wherein the identifier that identifies the second 
computer system comprises a processor number. \ 

33. (New) The article of claim 31, wherein the key indicates an address of a web site 
of the first computer system. \ 

34. (New) The article of claim 31, wherein the first computer System is located at a 
remote location relative to the second computer system. \ 

35. (New) A system comprising: \ 

a database; and \ 
a first computer coupled to the database to: \ 
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provide a request to a second computer for the second computer to provide an 
identificatibqjof the second computer, 

reb«4ye a hash value from the second computer, the hash value being generated by 
encryption of a key assbsiated with the first computer with an identifier that identifies the second 
computer, and 

use the hash value ^identify information associated with a user of the second 
computer, the information being storeoin the database. 

36. (New) The system of claim 35, wljerein the identifier that identifies the second 
computer comprises a processor number. 

61- 

}6. (New) The system of claim 35, wherein the keysndicates an address of a web site 
of the first computer. 

3v. (New) The system of claim 35, wherein the first computer i^ocated at a remote 
location relative to the second computer. 
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